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GUEST EDITORIAL 
 

WA could lead the revival 
 

By Brian Greig 
 

Recently I was invited to speak at a ‘Politics in the Pub’ forum 
in Fremantle with Labor and the Greens (who didn’t attend).  
 
The topic was that membership of political parties was 
declining because members don’t get a real say on anything. 
But in the fun and rowdy debate between myself and former 
WA Premier Peter Dowding, where for the most part we were in 
furious agreement, I asked the crowd a question. 
 
Remember: this was overwhelmingly a crowd of Labor 
members and supporters in the Greens heartland of bohemian 
Freo (Fremantle). I asked them, in light of current events in 
Canberra, how many of them lamented the demise of the 
Democrats, missed them and wanted them back? 
 
A smattering of people put up their hands, prompting Peter Dowding to mock me by 
declaring, “Ha! Not even 50 per cent!” 
 
I retorted with, “We don’t need 50 per cent, only 14.3 per cent and I have that in this 
sample.” 
 
Dowding was thinking like a Labor member in search of government and I was thinking 
like a Democrats member in search of senate seats. 
 
My point is this; I detect a real sense in the broader community that Australia has not 
been well served by the Green senate and people really do miss the Democrats. The 
fundamentalism of the Greens is not preferred to the compromising of the Democrats. 
People want practicality not ideology. 
 
If the Greens had supported Kevin Rudd and his ETS, he would still be Prime Minister 
and Malcolm Turnbull would still be Opposition Leader. Instead, the Greens 
obstructionism triggered the downfall of Rudd, the removal of Turnbull and the rise of 
Abbott who will be Prime Minister within 18 months.  
 
Labor’s vote is now so low it will struggle to win two senate seats in WA, with current 
polling showing the Libs will win 3.5 quotas in a half senate election. That means the 
Greens could struggle to re-elect Scott Ludlam, or more likely, that Labor could struggle 
to win a second seat which, with Liberal preferences, would elect a Democrat instead.    
 
Federal Labor is on the nose. The Greens have lost their gloss and the Gillard minority 
government faces a routing in 2014. All this is a good opportunity for the Democrats to 
stage a comeback with WA leading the way. 
 
The only public message we need to hammer home over the next 18 months is this:   
 
Miss the Democrats? Vote them back!  
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REPORTS 
 

National President – Darren Churchill 
 

It’s been a busy couple of months.  In October we launched our “Facing Up to 
Bullying” campaign and in November we brought back the National Youth Poll.  
“National Youth Poll 2011” is here and is part of our efforts to engage with young 
people and those on the cusp of voting age. 
 
Last National Journal we took steps to reclaim our process of internal participatory 
democracy.  Our two ballots have now concluded.  The results are published 
elsewhere in the National Journal.  However, I can announce we have strengthened 
our long-standing opposition to nuclear energy; and we now have a balloted Alcohol 
and Other Drugs Law Reform Policy.  Thank you for your participation in the ballot process. 
 
This month there are another two draft policies published for member consultation - a Draft Coasts and 
Oceans Policy and a Draft Invasive Species Policy. These policies will be balloted at the conclusion of the 
consultation process. 
 
National Communications Committee is currently looking at a new website, due to the importance of the 
Internet in presenting a first-point-of-contact.  The process of redesigning the website was commenced almost 
four years ago.  The current National Communications Committee has got things moving and we are seeking 
quotes from a variety of providers.   
 
In the meantime, we have improved some sections of the existing website.  There is now a “Submissions” 
section.  Our three most recent submissions (taken from the website) are published elsewhere in this National 
Journal.  There are more improvements and additions due, including forthcoming changes to the way our 
policies are presented (and adding the new policies to the set), so please check back regularly. 
(www.democrats.org.au) 
 
We continue to work on improving internal communication. This includes the presentation of the National 
Journal and general communication to and between members.  Watch out for some changes coming over the 
next few months. 
 
National Campaign Committee continues to improve the quality of our Media Releases.  We are working to 
build relationships with the media and to write ourselves back into the national political picture. 
 
Your participation is important too.  It’s your continued membership that is the key to your participation.  
Please ensure that your membership is up-to-date and continue to encourage your friends, colleagues and 
family members to join the party. 
 
There is a gap in the middle of Australian politics.  The main parties are falling short of filling it as voters turn 
elsewhere and wind up disillusioned.  The gap is the political centre once so proudly occupied by the 
Australian Democrats.  As voters become more and more aware of that gap, the opportunity is increasingly 
there to show them that we can fill it again. 
 
I still believe that we offer something different to the other parties.  Our participatory democracy (and wider 
advocacy of the same) and our commitment to a fair go for people and the environment set us clearly apart 
from the others. 
 
Let’s continue to work together as we fight back into the Australian political landscape.  It’s up to each and 
every one of us to strive to reclaim the centre! 
 
Darren Churchill 
National President, Australian Democrats 
darren.churchill@democrats.org.au 
0412 196 473      …2 … 
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NATIONAL EVENT 
 

2012 Australian 
Democrats National 

Conference 
If you believe, as we do, in the need to invest in the future and in the Australian 
Democrats - to build a sustainable and a just natio n - our National Conference is 
for you. In 2012 it will be held in Melbourne on Sa turday, January 28 and Sunday, 
January 29, at Jasper Hotel, Elizabeth St, Melbourn e. 

The Conference will celebrate our 35 th year as a 
political party.  

Where is the long-term vision? Where are the ideas needed to 
solve Australia's most pressing problems? We know the Australia 
Democrats can deliver. We took the harshness out of IR and tax 
reform, we won stronger Federal environment laws, transport 
emission controls, greenhouse abatement spending and more.  

Join us and learn how we can be a powerful voice for rights and 
freedoms, equality and fairness; to tackle climate change, water 
shortages and environmental degradation; to fix our inequitable 
health and education systems; and to invest in long-term economic 
sustainability through innovation, infrastructure, skills and education. 

Full details of the Conference will be available on the website shortly.  The following is a brief outline. 

Friday 27th – Opening reception and registration 

Saturday and Sunday 28th and 29th – Will feature a great line-up of guest speakers. Join us and 
debate some contentious issues, how we bring back balance, involve members and the wider 

community. 

Saturday night we will host the Conference Dinner at Jasper Hotel. 

It will be the responsibility of delegates to find their own 
accommodation. Jasper Hotel has 65 rooms on-site. Should any 
delegates wish to stay with Jasper Hotel then they can access a 
special conference accommodation rate of $155.00 per room, per 
night.  Please note this rate is applicable both to single and twin share 
rooms. Delegates are asked to phone Jasper Hotel reservations 
department on 03 8327 2777 and quote rate code “CONR2”  

 

The conference will be productive and exciting.  Pl ease show your support for 
the Australian Democrats and BE THERE – WE NEED YOU . 
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MEMBER EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTION 
 

Would you like to have a conversation with the nati on? 
 

By Hon. Sandra Kanck 
SA Member - (Marialta – State & Sturt - Federal) 
SA State President 
 
How do you  think we should be measuring Australia’s progress?  
 
The Australian Bureau of Statistics has been conducting a ‘conversation’ on this topic via a blog.  The 
number of contributions was small, probably because most people were unaware of the opportunity. 

 
Twenty years ago I was involved in face-to-face discussion with the ABS on 
the question of the need to collect environmental statistics and which ones 
would be the most useful indicators, so such conversations are important. 
 
As the blog puts it, this was a conversation about “the things that matter” to 
us as Australians: if we don’t have those things then presumably we are not 
progressing.  We’ve traditionally measured progress in purely economic 
terms, as in the more we consume the better off we supposedly are.  And 
while Democrats recognise such theory is severely limiting and even 
destructive, particularly of our environment, it remains the basis of most 
economic teaching at our universities.  There are a just a handful of 
economists advocating use of GPI (genuine progress indicator) rather than 

GDP (gross domestic product) for example. 
 
Looking at the suggestions made on the blog, there was not a single mention of a spa or a high-
definition television set as being amongst the things that were really essential for progress (yet the 
advertising that is directed at us would have us believe they are).  And I liked the comment that we 
need to measure the things that cannot be measured! 
 
Life expectancy has increased by 2-3 years over the past decade in Australia.  But is this progress if 
there is no quality of life to go with it?  Having seen one dementia-effected parent die last year and 
with the other dementia-effected parent just admitted into care, I argue strongly that there is no 
advantage to that extension of life. 
 
The ABS rightfully observes that “there is more to progress than economic factors” and, as proof, 
goes on to tell us that over the past decade the number of Australian animal species threatened with 
extinction has increased from 332 to 432.  Hardly progress.  Nor is the 13% increase in greenhouse 
gas emissions over the same period. 
 
While our governments continue their obsession with economic growth, it is comforting to know that 
one of the instrumentalities providing information to them is quietly working away with some much-
needed radical thinking on the things that really do matter. 
 
 
Although the ABS consultation/conversation has concluded you can read some of the contributions 
here: http://blog.abs.gov.au/blog/mapblog2010.nsf .   
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YOUTH POLL 
 

�����������	
���
�������������	
���
�������������	
���
�������������	
���
��� ���
  
This year marks the return of an Australian Democra ts tradition. 
 
For 16 years, the Australian Democrats produced Youth Poll to give young people 
a say on a variety of issues including education, health and employment. Youth 
Poll 2011 is here! 
  

Young people, aged 15-20 have opinions and are impacted by decisions made in 
our parliaments. Although many people of that age are not yet old enough to vote, 
political parties should be aware of their concerns. 
  

The Australian Democrats have re-launched our national Youth Poll, after an 
absence of over three years because we know the wide range of attitudes of young 
people matter. 
  

Youth Poll 2011 started on October 31, 2011 and will finish January 31, 2012 and 
is open to all Australians aged 15-20 (except Executive members of the Australian 
Democrats). 
 

Youth Poll 2011 is available here @ www.youthpoll.o rg.au 
  

The results will be published in late February 2012 on this website. As an incentive 
to participate, one lucky person will win an iPod Touch. 
  

Youth Poll has previously found young peoples’ responses on issues such as same-sex marriage, rates of binge drinking; 
smoking and other drug use; body image; support for a republic; cyber-bullying; climate change; and affordability of 
education, employment and housing. 
  

Terms and Conditions - ACT Permit Number TP 11/04273�
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MEMBER EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTION 
 

Local issues demand the Australian Democrats touch 
 

By Jason Bourke, 
NSW Member - (Newcastle Electorate – NSW & Federal) 

 

As a society we are faced by many local issues that could be more readily resolved if 
councilors worked together. Bad decisions thrive when we are faced with political indecision, 
interest groups, and a population that largely forms its position on issues through media. The 
large number of ‘Independents’ in local councils leaves me wondering how much better 
decision making would be if The Australian Democrats held the seats that are currently held by 
‘Independents” 
 

The local council representing the citizens of Newcastle NSW has exposed the dysfunction that 
can exist in councils. The elected council is made up of: 
 

·  8 Independents (including the Mayor), 
·  3 Australian Labor Party, 
·  1 Liberal Party, 
·  1 Green. 

 

Many people would have heard about the saga of the Laman Street fig trees. Essentially this is the story of a wonderful 
avenue of 14 Fig trees that Newcastle council has determined are dangerous and should be removed. It is appropriate for 
me to declare that I am in favour of saving the trees and managing them better. 
 

Clearly there is some danger of the trees failing in the future. At some 
time the trees will need to be replaced.  
 

The community members that are pro-figs feel that an expert 
independent assessment of the trees is required. The saga has gone 
on for almost three years and is set to continue with no satisfactory 
resolution in the foreseeable future. 
 

Reading through the objectives of The Australian Democrats I believe 
that the party is well positioned to play an active role in bringing local 
councils together. History tells us that the Democrats have been able 
to engage in respectful conversation with other parties. This type of 
dialogue is critical to achieving the best outcomes for all citizens. Who 
knows, it may even solve the impasse in Newcastle Council. 
 

Sixty one percent of Newcastle councillors are ‘independent’. This 
leads me to believe that at the local level voters are looking for something different. Whether that ‘something different’ is a 
vote against the major parties is uncertain. What I do hear is that the public are looking for councils that can work together 
to achieve outcomes for local residents.  
 

Councils can no longer simply provide garbage and library services. There is an increasing need to fund social programs. 
The Federal Government’s Social Inclusion agenda has a basis in local grassroots community involvement. These 
programs should include: 
 

·  Libraries providing reading programs for all demographics,  
·  Art Galleries engaging citizens in “art basics’ rather than just being a building with pictures, 
·  Parks and Gardens engaging residents in environment programs, 
·  Supporting regular local festivals that engage all citizens.  
·  Encouraging local street parties to build community and engage geographically. 

 

These are the types of programs that begin to fail when community is split over an issue such as trees. Lack of leadership 
by a dysfunctional council compounds the problems. 
 

Does the voter’s desire to build functional councils provide The Australian Democrats with an opportunity to get our 
message out to the voting public?  Being clear about our track record of working with other parties is an important factor 
in defining us as a viable alternative to ‘independents’. Our policies and objectives speak for themselves. it is the 
relationships that we can broker in government that is our point of difference. 
 

Members of The Australian Democrats should take the opportunity to build representation in government from the ground 
up. This should commence with an active assault at the New South Wales Local Government elections to be held in 
2012. 

… 6 … 
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MEMBER POLICY BALLOT 
 
National Policy Ballot, November 2011 
 

Over the months of October and November 2011, Austr alian Democrats members were asked 
to vote on two of our Policies. These being Nuclear  Energy and Alcohol and Other Drug and 
Law Reform Policies. 
 

The results, complied by our National Returning Off icer, Deane Crabb are below. 
 
Nuclear Power 
 

a) 80% chosen  
b) 12% 
c) 8% 
 

a) Nuclear energy including the mining of Uranium is unacceptable because of its whole-of-life 
carbon impact (including the detrimental environmental impacts of uranium mining), water usage, 
economic costs, decommissioning costs and issues of ongoing radiation monitoring.] 

 
Alcohol and other drug law reform policy 
 

All options chosen 
 

   Approve  Disapprove 
The issues 
1   73%   12% 
2   86%   4% 
3   86%   2% 
4   86%   4% 
 
Policy objectives 
h)   88% 
i)   92% 
j)   92% 
k)   90%   2% 
l)   90%    
m)   86% 
n)   90%   2% 
 
Policy elements 
xi)   86%   4% 
xii)   82%   4% 
xiii) 92% 
xiv)  84%   4% 
xv)   86% 
xvi) 88% 
xvii) 80%   2% 
xviii) 65%   18% 
xix) 73%   10% 
xx) 88%   2% 
 

Voting on policy as a whole 
41% (there were more that voted for this, but then either disapproved one or more of the options, or 
left some options blank when voting approve or disapprove – these have not been included in this 
figure)  
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POLICY 
 

The Australian Democrats are inviting members to make submissions, suggestions and comments 
for the following Draft Policy. 

 

Please send your written submissions to either: 
 

Australian Democrats Policy Coordinator, Suite 11, 22 Stirling Street, THEBARTON  SA  5031 
Or 

policy@democrats.org.au 
 

 
Draft Coasts and Oceans Policy 
 
The issue 

1. Australia’s coasts and oceans are of vital importance to our community and economy. 
2. Australia’s marine environment covers twice the area of Australia’s terrestrial environment, but receives scant attention. 
3. The concentration of settlement and economic activity in eastern, south-eastern, and south-western coastal zones has had an enormous 

impact on the coastal and marine environment. 
4. Future sea level rises are projected to cause significant impacts on the built and natural environments. 
5. Almost 60% of Australia’s fisheries are overfished and a significant number of marine and estuarine species are threatened with extinction. 
6. An understanding of our ocean’s past and present condition and knowledge of basic mapping is deficient, yet critical in understanding future 

resource management issues including climate change. 

Policy objectives 
a) To ensure the maintenance of biodiversity, to protect threatened species and to maximise habitat protection. 
b) Ensure Australia has a Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative (CAR) coastal and marine protected area system. 
c) Integrate ecological values into decision-making at all levels of government and across all sectors. 
d) Affirm the special significance of Australia’s natural heritage to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, their native title rights and their 

ancient role in land and sea management, and co-operating with Indigenous peoples in the sustainable conservation management of their 
traditional lands and waters. 

Policy elements 
 
The Australian Democrats will work towards:   

i. Initiating an inquiry into the need for, and design of, a National Oceans Act, which will establish a National Oceans Authority. The Act will: 
a. Ensure there is a legislatively backed regional marine planning process; 
b. Ensure all regional marine plans include target areas for marine protected areas and timelines for their proclamation; 
c. Ensure that all decisions concerning fisheries management, shipping and mining are consistent with approved regional marine 

plans. 
ii. Rapidly expand the National Reserve System program to ensure Australia has a Comprehensive, Adequate and Representative (CAR) coast 

and marine protected area system. 
iii. Ensuring that the expansion of the National Reserve System is accompanied by a associated increase in the resources needed for orderly 

conservation planning and management, including the ongoing provision of well-trained staff to implement Coastal and Marine Management 
Plans. 

iv. Increase the resources available for the protection and conservation of coastal and marine areas, including programs to improve water quality 
in rivers that discharge into coastal and marine areas. 

v. Supporting programs that identify, control or eliminate coastal and marine invasive species, including programs that stop the introduction of 
new pest species. 

vi. Supporting and expanding no-take (or green zones) in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. 
vii. Increasing resources available for research into the conservation status of coastal and marine species. 
viii. Committing to recurrent funding for the oceanographic research vessel program. 
ix. Increasing funding for the systematic collection of hydrographic and oceanographic data from Australia’s coastal and oceanic waters. 
x. Ensuring Australian fisheries are harvested at sustainable levels based on sound scientific evidence, and ensure that effort and catch data is 

publically available for all Australian fisheries. 
xi. Increasing surveillance of Australia’s Exclusive Economic Zone to stop illegal fishing activities and poaching of threatened marine species.    
xii. Funding programs that reduce fisheries by-catch such as albatross, petrels, sea turtle and sharks, from both commercial and recreational 

fishing. 
xiii. Establishing national guidelines for aquaculture developments in coastal and marine areas. 
xiv.  Increasing the involvement of Indigenous communities in the management of coastal and marine areas. 
xv. Reducing or, if possible, eliminating sewage, stormwater and industrial discharge to marine and estuarine areas (including discharges from 

ships) and ensuring there are strict environmental regulations and enforcement concerning discharges to marine and estuarine areas 
including through aquaculture.  

xvi. Establishing a nationally co-ordinated Coastal Inundation Mitigation Plan due to sea level rise as a result of climate change. 
xvii. Supporting a strict compliance and risk management review of offshore oil and gas exploration, production processes and facilities.  

 
 
 
 

…8… 
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POLICY 
 

The Australian Democrats are inviting members to make submissions, suggestions and comments 
for the following Draft Policy. 

 

Please send your written submissions to either: 
 

Australian Democrats Policy Coordinator, Suite 11, 22 Stirling Street, THEBARTON  SA  5031 
Or 

policy@democrats.org.au 
 

 
 

Draft Invasive Species Policy 
The issue 

1. Invasive species are plants and animals that occur in the wild outside their natural range.    
2. In Australia, invasive species have major economic, environmental and social impacts. 
3. Invasive species are generally regarded as the second greatest threat to biodiversity behind land clearing. 
4. Invasive species can adversely affect the availability and quality of water resources, destroy landscapes and interfere with the cultural 

practices of Indigenous communities. 
5. Invasive plant and animal species can cause human health problems, such as respiratory diseases and allergic reactions. 
6. Invasive species have adverse impacts on agriculture and pose significant threats to Australia’s fishery and tourism industries.  
7. Potential new weeds, known as ‘sleeper weeds’, pose a significant new threat to Australia as a result of a changing climate. 

 
Policy objectives 

a) To identify established invasive species of national significance. 
b) To coordinate a national response on the eradication, containment and establishment invasive species across Australia. 
c) To gain essential knowledge and implement techniques for effective invasive species management. 
d) To improve public awareness of pest animals, research coordination and its support for invasive species management at the national level, 

and adoption of best practice management methods. 
e) To prevent the introduction of new species with pest potential. 
f) To ensure early detection of, and rapid response to, new incursions of potential pest species. 
g) To prevent the spread of invasive species to new areas within Australia. 
h) To ensure the maintenance of biodiversity, to protect threatened species and to provide for better habitat protection. 

i) To co-operate with Indigenous peoples in the sustainable conservation management of their traditional lands and waters. 
 

Policy elements 
 
The Australian Democrats will work towards:   

i. Strengthening Commonwealth environmental laws to restrict the introduction, sale, and spread of introduced species, 
including laws to prohibit the importation, translocation and sale of ‘black listed’ environmental pests and weeds. 

ii. Developing and implementing a national framework for the prevention and control of invasive species which should facilitate 
the development of: 

a. Uniform national laws on the control and management of pest and weed species; 
b. National action plans for non-native animals, weeds, invertebrate pests and diseases; 
c. A  fully funded national facility for responding to new incursions of invasive species; and 
d. A national invasive species information system, which will provide up-to-date information on all introduced species. 

iii.  Increasing Federal, State and Territory funding for programs to eradicate or contain priority pests and weeds. 
iv. Creating a ‘Weed Risk Ranking System’ at the Commonwealth and State level whereby funding is allocated accordingly 

following science-based decisions to lessen the impacts on the environment and agriculture.      
v. Creating incentives to encourage private landholders to eradicate invasive species from their land.  
vi. Establishing a national introduced species education program. 
vii. Significantly increasing funding that is available for the development, testing and release of biological control agents. 
viii. Re-establishing the Cooperative Research Centre for Australian Weed Management and ensure continuing funding for the 

Invasive Animals Cooperative Research Centre. 
ix. Ensuring long-term research and monitoring of invasive species and ensure government grants to research institutions are 

provided for 5-10 year periods. 
x. Improving procedures and facilities at ports and airports to detect and eradicate introduced species. 
xi. Supporting long-term planning for pest animal population control and support non-lethal options such as relocation and 

sterilisation of the animals concerned wherever possible, with environmentally sensitive and humane culling a last resort. 
xii. Ensuring Indigenous communities are fully involved in invasive species management programs. 
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ARTICLE 
. 

… from The Advertiser (and www.AdelaideNow.com.au) 
 

As the results of our recent national ballot on Nuc lear Energy where tallied up, it was 
somewhat timely the following article was published  on www.adelaidenow.com.au . 
 

(The publisher of the article, The Advertiser and it’s author, Mr. Russell Emmerson have kindly given the Australian 
Democrats written permission to reproduce it in this edition of the National Journal – our sincere appreciation.) 

 

******************************************************************* 
 

Nuclear power 'doomed in Australia' by alternative energy 
 

THE success of a competitive energy market and the rise of wind power effectively spell doom 
for an Australian nuclear industry, an expert says.  

A paper authored by University College London director Tony Owen links the rise of nuclear power to 
government backing, but warns the private sector is unlikely to see an economic case for nuclear 
power because companies will face greater investment risk without government security. 

"Most nuclear plants currently operating in OECD countries were built in an era when the power 
generation sector was a regulated monopoly," he said. 

"Thus, the cost of capital was relatively low as it was backed by government guarantee. 

"In addition, an increase in costs during construction could be clawed back from consumers in the 
form of higher prices arising from the full cost recovery nature of the sector's pricing regime. 

"The investment risk now falls on the generator rather than the consumer ... and could be expected to 
be considerably higher. 

"Of course, this risk could be reduced by government guarantees but this would amount to a subsidy 
and would therefore be in conflict with the competitive market model." 

The high front-end cost of energy projects will also continue to counter the attractiveness of nuclear 
power, Professor Owen says, with a high likelihood of construction delays and a lack of mass 
produced components counting against the sector. 

The significant expansion of wind power, particularly in South Australia, is another disincentive, he 
says. 

"Wind power displaces baseload and tends to discourage investment in traditional large-scale 
baseload technologies in favour of open cycle gas turbines to provide back up for the intermittent 
nature of wind generation." 

The cost of nuclear power generation at the design stage is twice that of coal and up to four times 
that of combined cycle gas plants, but "notoriously" difficult to estimate because of their size and 
complexity, Professor Owen says, but even those costs may rise. 

A panel set up by Japan's Atomic Energy Commission has warned that a severe nuclear accident 
could add 0.006 to 1.60 per kWh (0.001c-$0.02) once evacuation, compensation and 
decommissioning of reactors is taken into account. 

It does not include the costs of decontaminating land and the long term storage of radioactive debris. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
Dear Editor, 
 

A New Platform for a New 
Australia 

 
Some great policy work has 
been done lately with several 
new policies being produced. 
 
However, I think we should 
pause to work out what is the 
'high-level' agenda. After all, in 
an election campaign we will 
struggle to get anyone to look 
past a one-page summary of 
our platform. Maybe we should 
start with getting the one-page 
view right and then work down 
to the details? 
 
This would also have the 
advantage of avoiding ending 
up with inconsistent policies 
that contradict each other – 
such as two policies redirecting 
the diesel fuel rebate to two 
different worthy projects. 
 
I have put my attempt at a one 
page policy here: 
http://www.newaustralia.net/ad
2013.html 
 
My suggested major themes 
are: 
·  Taxing Pollution not Jobs – 

Increase the carbon tax and 
getting rid of fuel subsidies 
to pay for abolition of state 
payroll taxes and an 
increase in the Tax Free 
Threshold. 

·  Rail not Road  – A revenue-
neutral switch from building 
freeways to building 
sustainable transport. 

·  Billions more for 
Affordable Housing - 
Thousands of discount 
apartments for first home 
buyers paid for by 
abolishing negative gearing 
and CGT concessions. 

·  Billions more for Public 

Health & Education  – 
Redirect private sector 
subsidies to the public 
systems  

·  A lower $A – Balanced trade 
and lower interest rates. 

 
I think an overriding discipline 
here should be that it should all 
be revenue-neutral with no net 
tax rise. That and a strong 
defence policy would provide a 
stark contrast to the Greens. 
 
If you try this yourself you will 
find it is quite hard to squeeze a 
coherent platform onto one 
page – but I think we need to 
do it. I would be interested to 
see other members ideas. 
 
I look forward to more debate 
on this and other ideas in the 
AD wiki at 
http://www.australiandemocrats
.org.au/wiki/tiki-index.php 
Alan Ide  
alan.ide@vic.democrats.org.au 
 
 
Dear Editor, 
 
FREE KICK TO CORRUPTION 

WHEN OPI GOES. 
  
The OPI (Office of Police 
Integrity) was one of the few 
organizations that took me 
seriously on two issues. One of 
the other was NSW’s ICAC.  
  
One of these was issues which 
the OPI took seriously involved 
another Victorian Government 
Department running the same 
case in two different court 
systems at the same time by 
using a constitutional flaw in 
our Federal system to obtain 
false instruments from a 
Federal Court.  
  
Some sections of the Victorian 
Force was excellent when I 

sent them reports when the 
criminal conspiracy was 
happening,  but some sections 
were not. This depended upon 
whether it believed lies from 
another Victorian Government 
Department.  I got involved in 
this matter as a NSW JP and 
witnessed Affidavits and a 
privileged will in NSW.  The 
OPI read my reports but could 
the OPI could not act as I was 
not able to answer their 
questions and furthermore I 
was not making a complaint. 
  
The second issue which the 
OPI took me seriously on was 
on perceived Police corruption 
in the Monash Local Council 
area as it did not take action on 
illegal parking in Centre Road 
Clayton East due to possible 
illegal gambling taking place. I 
believed the corruption was 
elsewhere and not in the Police 
Force. I think I got the same 
response.  
  
I was aware of the above 
problem since the dying days of 
the previous Oakleigh Council 
but the problem did not occur 
when Oakleigh had its own staff 
to police parking. It came with 
contracting out of services I am 
led to believe. 
  
Will the new body be 
retrospective?   If not, it will 
give a free kick to corruption to 
continue in these two above 
instances.   
  
If the Victorian State 
Government destroys the OPI, 
then the new body should pick 
up most of its staff. Then this 
new body can look at these 
issues again.  
  
Stephen Bingle 
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MEMBER EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTION 
 

Unpacking Philosophy  
 

By Fred Carter, 
VIC Member - (Albert Park – State & Melbourne Ports – Federal) 
 

My bookcases are full so when I have finished a boo k I need to give away a lesser book to make room fo r the 
new publication on the shelf. In a similar way, whe n I have undertaken new learning I need to “give it  away” to 
finish the process. 
 
I decided I needed more philosophy after reading Richard Dawkins proposing "In a universe of electrons and selfish genes, blind physical forces and 
genetic replication, some people are going to get hurt, other people are going to get lucky, and you wont find any rhyme or reason in it, nor any justice. 
The universe that we observe has precisely the properties we should expect if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose, no evil, no good, nothing but 
pitiless indifference". So now that I have undertaken another philosophy course to see if Dawkins is right I need to unburden myself by telling you all 
about it. 
 
I started badly by questioning the lecturer's apodictic truths (clearly established) which were that: 

·  we are not born as human beings , and 
·  the human world is not the real world. 

 
The lecturer said his focus was on misery but he was not as strict about it as he reluctantly allowed my approach of using the misery of the less 
fortunate to motivate the rest of us to compassionate works. He explained that he would be using misery in a different way as the philosophers he was 
dealing with (Immanuel Kant, Friedrich Nietzsche, Arthur Schopenhauer, Max Weber) considered misery to be the state we were in when we had not 
found our higher self. Misery is a discordance with who we really are or could be. Although forbidden by the lecturer, I had to water down the otherwise 
extreme, over the top language used by these philosophers just to make the course palatable. For example I chose to interpret: 

·  "suicide" as sublimating or reducing our worst desires so we can help the less fortunate; and, 
·  "violence" as enthusiastic debate. 

 
Some of the ideas appeared harsh and strange e.g. Nietzsche said the nobility has always been they who take what they want and kill who they want, 
so its taken hundreds of years to get the nobility to play by some of the same rules the rest of us abide by. What a nuisance for them. Kant said that the 
Enlightenment was the emergence of man from his self-imposed inability to use one's reason without the guidance of another. 
 
Most of this thinking was done by the elite, so we are not talking about democracy. 
 
Estrangement is defined as creating a world as an accidental product of our existence, rather than our deliberate outcomes. And alienation is when we 
can’t see the humanity in the world. I used a recent comment by an overseas share broker (about the continuing GFC being the "investment opportunity 
of a lifetime") to help this bit come alive for me. We need to avoid the dissimulation, which covers the lack of meaning in the universe. Richard Dawkins 
said this in a more modern way above. 
 
Most people are happier living in a myth but we need to be careful looking for objective truth as it can be like scraping layers of paint from a work of art 
only to discover a blank canvas underneath. And this is the simplified version, so you can imagine what I was enduring. So we debated the questions: 

·  can we see the world as it is? 
·  can we be better than the objects we create? 
·  why do some drink at the fountain of knowledge while the rest of us just gargle? 
·  can we see reality if we get rid of all the myths we have created to make sense of the world? 
·  how do we counter the irrational thought that "you cant fight progress" when we know nothing has objective meaning and the things that 

appear truest are just our oldest errors? 
 
Some thought it was like the questions asked in the Peggy Lee, Bette Midler song "Is That All There Is?". 
 
While the philosophers studied believed that although life did not end well they could give some purpose to Dawkin's otherwise meaningless universe. 
 
By half way through the course I had divided the philosophers into two groups. One group said civilisation (meaning lots of laws to keep us nice) was 
bad as it repressed our higher calling. The other group said we need lots of laws to keep us civilised. 
 
So what conclusions can we draw from this that could be meaningful for us now? 

·  Drawing possibly a long bow, the elites in the land of Aristotle, Plato and Socrates believed they could make up their own rules. One of their 
continuing foibles is believing that paying taxes is optional so defaulting on current debt is not expected. 

·  The American bombing by drones of targets in Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, Kenya and Sudan is a clear case of making up their own rules with 
no one able to call them to account, so Democrats can issue some principled press statements, 

·  Looking at the enduring damage Bernie Madoff and his hedge fund colleagues did to the American financial system when they made up 
their own rules might incline us to think greater oversight is needed over the economic systems, 

·  If we dont know the difference between contracts for difference and quantitative easing we should avoid short selling, leverage and hedging, 
·  Democrats can argue that debate on a two state solution to the Palestinian-Israeli problem should be philosophically neutral without 

accusations of anti Semitism, and  
·  The domination of Australian electronic and print media by the Murdoch and Fairfax empires stifles our imagination, limits change and 

represents a strong case for the continuing need for Democrats to keep them honest by pushing for greater diversity of views in our media. 
  
References: 
http:/www.lexido.com 
Language and Death by Karen Pinkus 
Dialectic of Enlightenment by Max Horkeimer 
The Culture of the New Capitalism by Richard Senett 
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If you listen to some people you’d think that Australian women are producing babies like 
bunnies – at the same rate, that is. Apparently they’ll go through numerous pregnancies, 
decades of child rearing, anything just to get their hands on the baby bonus. Listen for too 
long and you risk having nightmares about a plague of toddlers teeming across the 
countryside munching everything in sight. As if that’s not enough, you could come across 
the bumper sticker that says, “Australia is full”. Heaven help you if you’re stuck in traffic at 
the time; you might feel compelled to stick one on your car. Before that happens, take a 
deep breath and do a little fact-finding.    
 
Are we reproducing like bunnies? No. Like all countries with high average living standards 
Australia’s fertility rate is below the replacement level. In our case, it has been for 35 years 
(1). If the fertility rate were the only defining factor, Australia’s population would eventually level off then 
decrease gradually. So, when someone tells you that Australia has a population problem they’re really talking 
about immigration. 
 
It’s a small step from seeing immigration as “a problem” to blaming migrants for “our problems”. Of course, 
that’s just silly but we have to blame someone, don’t we? Blaming foreigners is easy because they’re not quite 
like us. It’s instinctive. And that’s where things can get very nasty. History is brimming with examples of 
brutality inflicted upon migrants.  
 
Some people – even those not the least xenophobic - just  “know”, as though it’s self evident, that increasing 
population is responsible for everything from the extinction of native flora and fauna to gridlock on our roads. 
Name a problem and, yep - as surely as the sun sets in the west - population pressure is the villain. The list is 
long: high housing costs, water shortages, depletion of natural resources, potential food insecurity and so on. 
But the sun doesn’t really set in the west. The horizon rises to meet it, which shows that obvious conclusions 
can be a bit tricky, especially when we confuse the issues. 
 
In reality these issues are influenced by many things that have little to do with population. Take protection of 
natural habitat and survival of threatened species, for example. Subject to the vagaries of nature itself, 
success depends on community attitudes and government regulation however small or big our population. 
After all, how big was Australia when our ancestors took to their bulldozers to “tame” the land?  
 
Depletion of our natural resources would not decease significantly by reducing our immigration numbers 
because our resource sector exports more than 80% of its output (2). World demand is the driving force behind 
resource depletion, not domestic consumption. Anyone serious about saving our natural resources would 
target Australia’s export policy, not immigration. 
 
Most other concerns are about a perceived threat to our living standard due to the inability to provide adequate 
infrastructure. But economies of scale and a greater taxation base increase the capacity to meet housing, 
transportation, water supply and other infrastructure needs. Whether or not we do so has more to do with 
political will than population size. Only those who yearn for back yard water tanks, outside toilets and a staple 
diet of bangers and mash would argue that our doubling of population over the last fifty years has lowered our 
standard of living.  
 
Perhaps the scariest “small Australia” rhetoric around is the appeal to our most basic instinct – the need to eat. 
This argument has it that our current immigration level threatens our future capacity to feed ourselves. In fact 
Australia produces almost twice as much food as it consumes and exports twice as much food as it imports (3).  
                   Continued on page 18 
 

 

Now you have an idea of what we are after at the Jo urnal, Australian Democrats members are 
encouraged to send in your ‘What You Reckon’ commen t. Send to editor@democrats.org.au  
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SUBMISSIONS FOR 2011 
 

The Australian Democrats have made three submission s in 2011 to Federal and State Committees. Below is  the 
submission to the Joint Standing Committee on Elect oral Matters (JSCEM) for their Inquiry into The fun ding of 

Political Parties and Election Campaigns 

 
Thank you for your invitation to make a submission to the Joint Standing Committee on 
Electoral Matters (JSCEM) Inquiry into the Funding of Political Parties and Election 
Campaigns. 
 
Public funding for election campaigns is understood to have as one of its aims a 
reduction in the distortions and undue influence of third parties through private funding 
of the electoral process. 
 
The considerations are:  

1. that if public funding simply becomes a “top up” to private funding, then it is 
failing in its purpose and should be discontinued; 

2. that public funding could be improved by greater controls, regulation and 
disclosure of private funding; 

3. that public funding could be improved by widening its accessibility to a greater 
number of political parties and candidates; 

4. that the ultimate way to remove the distortions of private funding might be to 
publicly fund all established political parties. 

 
We make the fourth point with some caution, as it then becomes a question of 
definition as to what constitutes “established.”  Perhaps, minimum length of existence 
(eg. 20 years)? Number of members? Existence of state/territory Divisions/State 
Branches in at least four jurisdictions? 
 
Perhaps it would improve access to the political process to allow all registered political 
parties a minimum amount of public airtime? 
 
Having considered the above, I have read with some interest the submission made to 
your inquiry into the 2010 Election by former Australian Democrats Senator, Andrew 
Murray (Submission No. 3 and its attachments, January 2011).  Mr. Murray was the 
Australian Democrats spokesperson on Electoral Matters during much of his time as a 
Senator. 
 
Whilst acknowledging the views in that submission are Mr. Murray’s own, and do not 
represent those of any other entity, we find we are in broad agreement with much of 
the material contained therein. 
 
The Australian Democrats therefore endorse Mr. Murray’s submission of January 2011 
and its attachments and ask that the Committee consider its contents in your inquiry. 
��
The Australian Democrats thank you for your consideration of our submission. 

… 14 … 
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SUBMISSIONS FOR 2011 
 

The Australian Democrats have made three submission s in 2011 to Federal and State Committees. Below is  the 
submission regarding the development the a national  food plan 
 
Submission in Response to the Issues Paper to Infor m the Development of a National Food Plan 

 

The Australian Democrats recognise the importance of a national approach to food security and welcome the opportunity for 
input into discussion for development of a National Food Plan. 
 

In this submission, we make the following comments and recommendations in relation to primary food production, the most 
basic element of food security: 
 

Climate change 
Crop ecologists have found that each 1º Celsius rise in temperature can reduce grain harvests by 10 per cent, so the Issues 
Paper observation that “temperatures in Australia could increase by 2.2ºC to 5ºC by 2070” needs much more serious 
attention.  The potential for grain export may have to be substantially reduced in the Food Plan. 
 

Fuel supply  
In developing a food plan that argues for food  security, provision for fuel  security must become integral.  A reduction in the 
number of oil refineries in Australia has resulted in more fuel having to be transported around the country for greater 
distances.  Since the shut-down of South Australia’s oil refinery, on occasion fuel supplies have dropped to no more than 
three days’ supply for the state and as low as one day in some regions because of the small number of storage facilities, a 
matter which could have great impact for the food sector if fuel became unavailable during the harvest season.  The Federal 
Government must consider financial assistance to build more fuel storage facilities in regional areas to prevent such 
occurrences. 
 

Deforestation and overgrazing 
Deforestation and overgrazing are risks the issues paper has failed to address.  Both activities can lead to soil erosion and 
increased water runoff potentially resulting in siltation of reservoirs and dams and even desertification.  From that perspective, 
and assuming that the Government’s climate change responses have adequately addressed deforestation issues, more 
attention may need to be given to addressing the problems created by feral animals. 
 

Land available for agriculture 
The issues paper acknowledges the pressures on land availability from both urban sprawl and mining, but leaves it up to the 
individual states to sort out.  To us this appears to be somewhat irresponsible, particularly when high quality agricultural land 
is at stake.   
�

Your paper states that “the urban displacement of food production is not well understood and it is too early to assess the 
effect, if any, on the food sector or consumers”.  This is a surprising statement, and we draw your attention to our comments 
in this submission under our heading of “Soil fertility”. 
 

In South Australia, primary food production adds $5 billion annually to the state’s economy compared to mining’s $3 billion.  It 
is quite extraordinary then that the South Australian Mining Regulations 2011 state that “the holder of the tenement is not 
required to give the pastoral lessee access to water provided or stored by the lessee by artificial means” yet it is an indication 
of the primacy given mining by many state governments.  From that perspective merely encouraging state governments to 
pursue sensible policies (p.58 of the Issues paper) may not be enough. 
 

What potential is there via COAG for joint agreements on protection of high-value land for food production? This must be 
explored. 
 

The Federal Government intervenes from time to time to protect parts of our country that warrant national or world heritage 
listing.  A system should be developed to allow our best food-producing land to be protected. 
 

Soil fertility  
Associated with urban encroachment is the increasing trend for food production to be forced onto more marginal land, thus 
increasing the need for fertilisers.  The issues paper wistfully notes the continuing need for this.  But, unless action is taken to 
stop this urban encroachment – and that would mean taking sensible measures to contain population growth – then this is 
inevitable.  The problem will be exacerbated because these extra people will be demanding their commensurate amount of 
food. 
 

The issue of peak oil must be linked in to the food plan, as hydrocarbon-based fertilisers will become more costly with reduced 
availability as a consequence of fuel price increases and shortages.  Added to that is the dwindling supply of phosphate 
worldwide, which could lead to even greater reliance on the hydrocarbon-based fertilisers. 
 

Global trade 
In relation to global trade, the issues paper espouses a belief system when it argues that “international trading rules that allow 
food to flow where it is needed will also help global food security”.  This statement is followed immediately by a sentence 
which says that, as the Australian population increases, “imports are likely to complement domestic production in satisfying 
Australia’s food requirements”.               Continued on page 19 
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SUBMISSIONS FOR 2011 
 
The Australian Democrats have made three submission s in 2011 to Federal and State Committees. Below is  the 
submission to Policy and Governmental Relations Com mittee in the ACT. 
 

Submission into the implementation of a Needle and Syringe Program in the Alexander Maconochie Centre 
 
The Australian Democrats strongly commend the ACT Government for having established the Alexander 
Maconochie Centre within a human rights framework. 
 
Such a framework has allowed the ACT to adopt world’s best practice in promoting rehabilitation within its 
prison system. The Australian Democrats welcome the continued operation of the prison on human rights 
principles. We therefore support the adoption of harm minimisation approaches such as a needle and syringe 
program, believing the health of inmates and the safety of prison officers can be best protected in such a way. 
 
The “Canberra Times” has recently quoted the Chief Minister, after meeting with the prison officers union, as 
saying it was becoming increasingly difficult to find middle ground with them on the matter of implementing a 
needle and syringe program (NSP) in the prison. 
 
There is an assumption within that statement that middle ground must be found.  We note that the union has 
been implacably opposed to the NSP from the very first suggestion that there be one: the union is clearly not 
seeking any middle ground. 
 
The Australian Democrats submit that when there are two arguments they are not always necessarily equal 
and this is certainly the case in this instance.  On one hand there is the fear – and not the evidence – of prison 
officers that the NSP would place them at risk, and on the other there is solid evidence of NSPs working in 
other prisons around the world.  In this instance the two arguments are not of equal weight.  Our decisions 
should be made on evidence and not on fears. 
 
There are now many high profile people calling for the establishment of NSPs in prisons across Australia.  
These include health professionals, such as the former secretary of the Royal Australian Nursing Federation, 
Dr. Patricia Armstrong Grant OBE AC, Professor Michael Good AO, chair of the National Medical Research 
Council and Professor Peter Baume AC, former Liberal Federal Minister for Health and ANU Chancellor.1 The 
full list of names can be found here.2 
 
If the provision of equipment was to be supervised by a nurse, as ought to be the case, and as happens in 
other places throughout the world, then prison officers should have little cause for concern.  The professional 
association Drug and Alcohol Nurses of Australia has the knowledge and the expertise and that should be 
sought by the ACT Government in assisting it to implement a NSP. 
 
It is the role of Members of Parliament to make their decisions based on a rational evaluation of the harm and 
the good, and not based on which group can create the greatest pressure.  As an advertisement in the 
Canberra Times (14/1/2011) from the group Anex states, “numerous Needle and Syringe Programs have been 
implemented successfully in prisons overseas and syringes have never been used as a weapon against 
prisons staff ”.3   
 
The ACT Government should therefore introduce a Needle and Syringe Program into the Alexander 
Maconachie Centre which, when implemented, will no doubt become the example to the rest of the nation on 
how to proceed with this issue. 
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AUSTRALIAN DEMOCRATS IN THE NEWS 
 
 

The following is a quick summary of articles found online for former Australian Democrat 
Members of Parliament. 

 
 
DON CHIPP – Mentioned in the Obituary for Bruce Ruxton in the SMH on Monday, December 26, 
2011: 
http://www.smh.com.au/national/obituaries/in-public -a-curmudgeon-in-private-
compassionate-20111225-1p9kq.html  
 
CHERYL KERNOT – mentioned in an article in the Australian on Saturday, December 24, 2011 titled 
‘Year of mishaps, missteps and mistakes’: 
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/features/year- of-mishaps-missteps-and-mistakes/story-
e6frg6z6-1226229717187  
 
ROSLYN DUNDAS – Quoted in an article in The Canberra Times on Thursday, December 22, 2011 
titled ‘New range of services to target young homeless’: 
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/news/local/news/gen eral/new-range-of-services-to-target-
young-homeless/2401139.aspx  
 
BRIAN GREIG – Had an article published on www.crikey.com.au on Monday, December 19, 2011 
titled ‘Brian Greig: on Bettina, you Arndt telling the truth!”: 
http://www.crikey.com.au/2011/12/19/brian-greig-oh- bettina-you-arndt-telling-the-
truth/?wpmp_switcher=mobile  
 
ROSLYN DUNDAS – Quoted in an article in The Canberra Times on Wednesday, December 21, 
2011 titled ‘Women more likely to seek help for homelessness: report’: 
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/news/local/news/gen eral/women-more-likely-to-seek-help-
for-homelessness-report/2399813.aspx  
 
CHERYL KERNOT – mentioned in an opinion piece in WAToday on Monday, December 19, 2011 
titled ‘The benefit of hindsight: What Australia loved and mocked in 2005: 
http://www.watoday.com.au/opinion/society-and-cultu re/blogs/the-tribal-mind/the-benefit-of-
hindsight-ii-what-australia-loved-and-mocked-in-200 5-20111219-1p1e0.html  
 
 
CHERYL KERNOT – mentioned in an article in www.theage.com.au on Sunday, December 18, 2011 
titled “Julia Gillard: not becalmed, just calm”: 
http://www.theage.com.au/national/julia-gillard-not -becalmed-just-calm-20111217-1p04p.html  
 
ANDREW BARTLETT – mentioned in an article written by Natasha Stott Despoja  in 
www.adelaidenow.com.au on Tuesday, December 13, 2011 titled “Stott Despoja: PM out on a limb”: 
http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/opinion/gillards -year-of-living-dangerously/story-
e6fread3-1226220317744  
 
CHERYL KERNOT – wrote an online opinion piece on www.onlineopinion.com.au on Wednesday, 
December 7, 2011 titled “Social Impacts/Social Benefits Bonds grow … an update”: 
http://www.onlineopinion.com.au/view.asp?article=12 980 
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From Page 16 …  
 

Submission for National Food 
Plan. 

 

Quite simply, the latter means that food 
will not flow where it is needed – rather 
it will flow to wherever the money takes 
it.  It is naïve and patronising to argue 
otherwise. 
 

Genetically modified food 
The issues paper makes only a 
passing mention of genetically modified 
food (p.10) but there will be some who 
will no doubt use the opportunity in this 
consultation process to advocate for 
GM technology. 
 

The Australian Democrats believe that 
this is not the path to tread.  Instead we 
must maintain and enhance our 
reputation as a source of ecologically 
and sustainably produced food.  The 
current court case in WA where a 
farmer is losing income because his 
non-GM farm has been contaminated 
by GM seeds from a neighbouring 
property is proof of the economic value 
of keeping our food production as clean 
and green as possible.  Those states 
that have withstood the pressures to 
allow GM crops should be supported in 
maintaining that position.  Additionally, 
we argue that Australia should sign up 
to the Cartagena Protocol so that the 
precautionary principle takes 
precedence. 
 
The Australian Democrats thank you 
for consideration of our submission. 
 
From Page 13: 
 
What I Reckon (Robin Davis). 
 

And here’s another thing: about a 
third of the food that we purchase 
we chuck out as waste (4).  Think of 
the methane that puts into the 
atmosphere and the thousands of 
litres of water used to produce 
each rotting kilogram. In a world 
where billions of people don’t know 
where their next meal is coming 
from, our future is as food secure 
as anyone could dream for.  
 
What about our depleted soils and 
lack of arable land? True, these 
are serious limitations, but wouldn’t 
the intellectual energy spent 
agonising about them be more 

sensibly directed at overcoming 
them?  
 
Whatever one’s view on Australia’s 
ideal population it can’t be 
considered realistically in isolation. 
Can we, less than one third of one 
percent of humanity, really expect 
to occupy a land of similar area to 
the United States, (not counting 
Alaska) while the world’s 
population continues to grow?  
 
Abundant evidence shows clearly 
that when living standards 
increase birthrates decrease. But 
Australia and other rich countries 
consistently avoid providing 
anywhere near enough assistance 
to help poor nations lift themselves 
out of ignorance and poverty. 
These days we seem more willing 
to bomb them into even deeper 
destitution. Until we change our 
ways, the pressures that drive 
people from poor, densely 
populated and war-torn regions to 
wealthy countries will continue to 
increase.  
 
While the world must keep trying to 
stabilise global population and to 
avert global warming, success 
seems unlikely, so we must also 
prepare to meet the challenges of 
failure. One of those challenges 
will be a massive global migration 
of “climate” refugees who will have 
little choice but to leave their home 
countries to survive. Wealthy 
countries including Australia will 
have little choice but to accept 
them. 
 

In the world context, the debate 
over achieving Australia’s ideal 
and “sustainable” population 
becomes little more than idle 
theorising. The real challenge is to 
find ways to ensure all species that 
share this planet and this continent 
survive and flourish - regardless of 
our numbers. That will require 
ingenuity, long-term vision and the 
realisation that although we’re 
fortunate to be Australian, first of 
all we’re citizens of the world. 
  
(1) http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Products/7E21554A

F6C7A7F0CA257933001674D8?opendocument 
(2) http://www.austrade.gov.au/ArticleDocuments/2798/Minerals-

and-Petroleum-Fact-Sheet-01.pdf.aspx 
(3) http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/1910819/f

ood-stats2009-10.pdf 
(4) http://foodwise.com.au/did-you-know/fast-facts.aspx 

Welcome and 
Thank You  
To our newest members  

Barry: Woodville Park, SA, 
Brent: Garden Island, WA 
Raphael: Macgregor, ACT 

Thomas: Coconut Grove, NT 
Timothy: Medindie, SA 

Raymond: Dianella, WA 
Kristofer: North Manly, NSW 

Brett: Adamstown, NSW 
John: Winmalee, NSW 

Hetty: Cedar Creek, QLD 
Eliza: Caulfield North, VIC 

Wayne: Eight Mile Plains, QLD 
Jason: Hammond Park, WA 

John: Weston, ACT 
Barbara: Woonona, NSW 

John: Lawson, NSW 
Campbell: Indooroopilly, QLD 

Quentin: Fairfield, QLD 
Andrew: Ascot, QLD 

Tristain: Werribee, VIC 
Shara: Oak Park, VIC 

Benjamin: Wembley, WA 
Matt: Canberra, ACT 

Blayne: Rutherford, NSW 
Peter: Blackburn, VIC 

David: Eight Mile Plains, QLD 
Sharon: Aldinga Beach, SA 
Margaret: Tootgarook, VIC 
James: Tootgarook, VIC 

Frank: Red Hill, QLD 
Lee: Surry Hills, NSW 

Graham: Castlemaine, VIC 
Grant: Peakhurst, NSW 

Arthur: St Marys, SA 
Stephen: Maslin Beach, SA 
Michelle: Port Noarlunga SA 
Stephanie: Yokohama, Japan 

Val: Kelmscott, WA 
Karina: Mt Compass, SA 
Dion: Mt Compass, SA 
Glen: Tarragindi, QLD 

Tracey: Tarragindi, QLD 
Michael: West Wollongong, NSW 

Andrew: Tempe, NSW 
Liam: Wentworthville, NSW 

Allan: Nimbin, NSW 
Peter: Adelaide, SA 
Jerry: Mt Barker, SA 
Becky: Mt Barker, SA 

Stephen: Wanniassa, ACT 
Berlinda: Bedford Park, SA 
Robert: Warrnambool, VIC 

Jonathon: Warrnambool, VIC 
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SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

Social Media has been a revelation for millions of people around the world. 
 

Join our pages and keep up to date with all the goings on, as well as add your two-bits-worth. 
 

Below are a snapshot of all our ‘official’ pages. 
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